
 

 

WALPOLE SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 
William J. Buckley, Jr., Chairperson Jennifer Geosits, Vice Chair 

Beth Muccini Nancy Gallivan 

Michael Ryan Mark Breen 

Krysten Syrek  
 

August 30, 2018 - 7:30 p.m. 
AGENDA  

 

 

I. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance 

 

II. New Business: 

1. Out-of-State Field Trip Request: 

a. Waiver of 30-day Notice Requirement 

b. Walpole High School Cross Country Team to Rhode Island on September 22, 2018  

2. Re-Appoint Representative to Walpole Media TV Committee 

3. Summary of Professional Development 

4. Ratification of Side Letter of Agreement between the Walpole Teachers Association and the 

Walpole School Committee 

5. Vote to accept updated Capital recommendation 

 

III. Old Business: 

1. Safe Schools Initiative update 

2. Secondary School Building Study 

a. MSBA Visit to Bird Middle School/Johnson Middle School on September 25, 2018 

 

IV. Superintendent Report: 

1. Tour of Walpole Public Schools 

a. Thursday, September 20 at 7:00 p.m. 

b. Friday, September 21 at 9:00 a.m. 

2. School Operations Report 

a.  Personnel Update 

 

V. Subcommittee Activity: 

1. 2018-2019 School Committee Subcommittee Assignments Discussion 

 

VI. Citizens Comments 

 

VII. Approval of Warrants, Donations and Minutes 

 

 

Meetings and Events: 

• September 13, 2018 School Committee Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Main Meeting Room, Town Hall 

• September 27, 2018 School Committee Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Main Meeting Room, Town Hall 

• October 15, 2018 School Committee Meeting before Fall Town Meeting, 6:00 p.m., High School 

• October 15, 2018 Fall Town Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Walpole High School 

• October 25, 2018 School Committee Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Main Meeting Room, Town Hall  



 

 

WALPOLE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

Walpole, Massachusetts 

 

Welcome to this meeting of the Walpole School Committee.  This meeting is the time when the Committee 

conducts its business and observers are always welcome.   

 

The School Committee is a policy-setting body.  Because education is a state function, once School Committee 

members are elected to office, they become officers of the state.  Locally, the School Committee is a legislative 

body responsible for establishing local policy for seeing that the schools are properly run in accordance with state 

law and regulations.  Copies of the Policy Manual are available in the Library, the Superintendent’s Office and 

the Town Offices. 

 

The Committee hires an administrative staff to oversee all of the daily operations in the schools and to do the 

staff work necessary for the Committee, both to act on policy matters and to evaluate, in a general sense, the 

overall functioning of the school system.  

 

Thus, the Committee asks the administrative staff to do a variety of tasks involving data collection and analysis 

and to make recommendations where appropriate.  In many instances, the law requires from the Superintendent 

a recommendation upon which the Committee can act.  

 

This is an official business meeting of the School Committee, conducted under a prepared and limited agenda 

distributed to the Committee (posted at Town Hall and school offices) in advance of the meeting.  This is not a 

public hearing.  From time to time, the Committee holds public hearings at which a presentation is made and 

public comments are invited. 

 

Following is the policy of the Committee with respect to public participation during this School Committee 

meeting: 

 

“All official meetings of the School Committee, except executive sessions, shall be open to the 

public and opportunities shall be offered for members of the public to present statements at 

regular sessions. 

 

1.          Time will be provided for public presentations/citizen comments as stated on the Agenda. 

 

Participants may present written or oral statements or requests.  The Committee would 

appreciate receiving copies of any written statements.  These statements or requests must be 

limited to three minutes. 

 

Unless an answer to a question is provided in the Committee’s written policies or is an established 

regulation, the Committee will not respond to the request at the same meeting, nor will it take 

action on a proposed recommendation, but shall defer the item to a later meeting. “ 

 

The Committee suggests some guidelines that may be helpful: 

 

1.  Each person wishing to speak should limit his remarks to three (3) minutes;   2.  if there are 

many citizens desiring to speak on the same subject, they will be asked to limit their presentation 

so that each different subject may be given fair presentation time;   3.  citizens should not expect 

any immediate reply from the Committee since this is the time for citizens to be heard and not the 

time for decisions to be made.  If the Committee feels there is need to discuss the citizen’s matter 

of interest further, it may place the matter on the agenda for a future meeting. 

 

The School Committee appreciates your assistance in helping it discharge its duties properly.  The Committee 

would appreciate any comments relative to possible improvements. 
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